PS 348: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN W. EUROPE 


EXAM 2 STUDY GUIDE 

The following guide is intended to help you organize your notes in preparation for Exam 2. 
You are expected to be familiar with all of the following information, which can be found in 
the readings listed below and in your notes from the lectures. The following list is by no 
means exhaustive of all the topics we have covered in class. Feel free to add your own to 
the list while studying for the exam. 

1. GERMANY 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 1 

=> Simone Burkhart, "Reforming federalism in Germany..." 

a) What is the historical trajectory Germany has followed? Different regimes? 

b) How is the German state organized? (federal vs. unitary, main geographical units) 

c) What are Germany’s main political institutions (executive, legislature, courts) and 
what roles do they play? 

d) What is noteworthy about the German Basic Law? 

e) Political Parties (names and ideology) and party system type 

f) Elections and electoral rules 

g) Relationship of Germany and Europe - what makes Germany stand out? 

h) Relationship of Germany with Europe and the World 

i) Key Contemporary Issues 

j) What are the most recent constitutional changes in Germany? (Burkhart) 

2. FRANCE 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 2 

=> Grossman and Sauger, "The end of ambiguity? Presidents versus parties..." 

a) What are the main phases/regimes France went through before the Fifth Republic 
was established? 

b) Distinctive features of Fourth Republic 

c) How is the Fifth Republic different from the Fourth Republic? 

d) What are the institutions of the Fifth Republic and what role does each play? 

e) What are the four phases of the Fifth Republic and what is the effect of each phase 
on the French presidency? (Grossman and Sauger) 

f) What is cohabitation? 

g) Political parties (names and ideology) and party system type 

h) How is the French state organized (federal vs. unitary, names of main geographical 
units) 

i) Devolution/decentralization: what are the most recent developments? 

j) Main trends in French public policy (relationship of state and the economy) 

k) Relationship of France and Europe 

3. GREAT BRITAIN 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 4 

a) What are the origins of the British political system? 
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b) The three main dilemmas in modern British politics? 

c) Dilemma 1: Political economy 

d) Dilemma 2: Britain’s role in the world (relations with Europe, US, British empire) 

e) Dilemma 3: Organization of the British state - devolution: recent developments 

f) What does the term "Westminster system” mean? What are its main elements? 

g) What does the term "Whitehall" mean? 

h) Which are Britain’s main political institutions and what role does each play? 

i) Electoral rule and its effects on the party system 

j) What are the characteristics of the British Constitution? 

k) Political Parties (names of main parties and ideology) and type of party system 

4. ITALY 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 3 

=> Francesco Cavatora, "The role of the Northern League in transforming the Italian 
political system” 

a) History of the Italian state 

b) Organization of the Italian state and devolution trends 

c) Party system change (polarized pluralism, fragmented bipolarity) 

d) Which are Italy’s political institutions and what functions does each perform? 

e) What are the economic and citizenship made claims by the Northern League? 
(Cavatora) 

f) What are the political and economic conditions that have contributed to the rise of 
the Northern League? (Cavatora) 

5. SCANDINAVIA 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 5 

=> Michael Baggesen Klitgaard, "Why are they doing it? Social democracy and market- 
oriented reform” 

a) How are Scandinavian political systems organized? 

b) Elections and electoral rules 

c) Political parties: How have party systems evolved? What are the main parties 
today? Which were the main parties in the past? 

d) Interest groups: what are they and how are they involved in policy-making? 

e) The Scandinavian model: what are its main elements? 

f) What are the main features of relations between the Scandinavian and the world? 

g) Current challenges faced by Scandinavian countries? 

h) Why have social democratic parties in Denmark and Sweden implemented marker- 
oriented reforms? (Klitgaard) 

i) Which policies have been affected by market-oriented reforms in Sweden and 
Denmark? How? (Klitgaard) 

6. BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 6 

=> Giedo Jensen et al., "Exploring the Breakdown of the Religion-Vote Relationship in The 
Netherlands” 
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a) How are the Belgian and Dutch political systems organized? 

b) Similarities and differences between the two systems 

c) What are the main population groups living in these two countries? 

d) Dutch pillarization: What are the pillars? What is their role for Dutch politics and 
society? 

e) What are the main elements of Belgian federalism? (regions, cultural communities) 

f) How are interest groups involved in policy-making in the Netherlands and Belgium? 

g) What is consociationalism? 

h) Why is the bottom up and what is the top down explanation for the declining role of 
religion in Dutch elections? (Jensen) 

7. SPAIN AND PORTUGAL 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 7 

=> Tanja Borzel, "From Competitive Regionalism to Cooperative Federalism...” 

a) Recent history: dictatorship and transition to democracy 

b) Organization of the Spanish and Portuguese political systems 

c) Spanish political parties: What are they today and how have they evolved. 

d) Elections and electoral rules 

e) What some of the challenges Spain and Portugal are currently facing? 

f) How have relations between the national government and regional governments in 
Spain been transformed recently? (Borzel) 

g) What caused this transformation? (Borzel) 

8. GREECE, TURKEY AND CYPRUS 

=> European Politics Today, Chapter 8 

a) What are the origins of the modern Greek and Turkish political systems? 

b) What is the Cyprus question and how did it come about? 

c) How are the political systems of Greece, Turkey and the two Cypriot states 
organized? 

d) What are the main political parties and ideologies in each system? 

e) How have political parties evolved in Turkey? 

f) Participation of Greece, Turkey and Cyprus in international organizations (NATO, 
EU) 

g) The international status of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot states. 

NOTE ON READINGS NOT INCLUDED IN MAIN TEXT: 

■ Be familiar with main argument. 

■ How does the main argument relate to other ideas and concepts we discussed in 

class? 

■ How did the author reach his/her main conclusion? 
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